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THREE ATHLETES TO ATTEND MONTANA NEXT FALL
rosenthal/jg

6/5/78
sports state + Olympia, Wash.
MISSOULA—

Three high school athletes will attend the University of Montana next fall
and compete in track or cross country.

All three have signed national letters of

intent with UM.
Shelly Patterson, a senior this year at Missoula’s Hellgate High School,
Rachel Watterfield, a senior this year at Great Falls High School, and Mark Wiltz,
a senior at Olympia High School in Olympia, Wa., were all recruited by Will Cheesman,
head coach for the women's track team and the men's and women's cross country teams.
Patterson won the state AA 100-yard dash and 220 at the Montana state track
and field meet held in Missoula last month.

Her 11.0 time in the 100 tied the state

mark previously set by Debbie Rauk, a senior at the University of Montana this year,
and a national competitor.

Patterson's time set a new AA mark.

She won the 220

in 25.01, but has run a 24.9.
"Shelly has the potential to qualify for national competition as a freshman,"
Cheesman said.

"She has great desire, dedication and natural speed.

With physical

development and time, she could challenge our existing school records in the sprints."
Cheesman calls Patterson the "top female sprinter in Montana, based on her times,
this past year."
She was coached by Paul Carpenter at Hellgate and intends to major in psychology
at UM.
Watterfield won the AA state championship in the high jump as a sophomore and
last month as a senior.
5-2 effort last month.

She cleared 5-4 for the title as a sophomore and won with a
Her best this spring was 5-4.

-more-
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"Rachel has excellent upper body technique," Cheesman said.

"Her technique

is better than national collegiate place winners I saw last month.
speed but needs more strength.

She has good

She also has the ability to be a national qualifier,”

Cheesman said.
Cheesman said Watterfield could be used in the long jump and relays because of
her good speed.
She was coached by Nancy Walters at Great Falls High and plans to major in
business management at UM.
Wiltz

will compete in track and cross country for the men's program.

He

broke the Olympia High School 2.25-miles course record this spring with an 11.46 time,
breaking the old mark held by Dave Gordon, also a member of the UM track and cross
country teams.
Wiltz placed in both Washington's AA cross country and track meet, this year,
taking third in the mile at the state track meet with a 4:21.5 time.

He could

compete in the 3,000 meters, 5,000 meters or 10,000 meters for the UM track team.
also got good speed, running a 50.0 quarter-mile and a 2:00 half-mile.
"Mark has great potential and really solidifies our already strong, but young
long distance group," Cheesman said.

"His strength will probably be in the 10,000

meters."
Wiltz plans to major in forestry at the University of Montana.
His high school coach was Fred Breidenbach.
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